


A r!cmora11duxn of the history of the Chapel named ut c wary 1 s By ':lho Sea 

at FenTTick. Urt tten by I.rrs . F:::-ancis Good\7in at the request of 

iJr . J . II. Kelso ])avis. 

During the sumner of 1880 religious services were held every 

Sunday morning oy ~he Rev. Francis Goodwin in the livine; room of his 
• 

cottage, and there was a general attenclance of the summe:r residents 

of Fenr,ick ana. a few froin the hotel. In time the con0 regation grev: 

until it seemed. best to have a chapel, nh. ich ~...:;..-- . C ooa.v,in built on 

his ovm land bac2~ of ~1iG cottage, and :for some years the s1u·.amer 

colony gathered tJiore :for Divi no Service. 

Later, honever, the chapel was too small for those who desired 

to vrorship there, and an addi tton beine; necessary, it wns th0i1ght 

best to take it ou.t of private h&.7.ds. :Eh"' . G. \'! . Root gave the land 

on w1~ ich the c_1apcl now s.J-and.s to an .Association, and. the building , 

was removed to t:I1at S}?Ot and an addition to the east \7as built b~l 

subscription. 

The lectern , \7"'iich once belonged to Trin::. ty Chlu"ch, Hartford, 

was given by Ur . Good\7in . 'I1he alt~r coverings \Yere worked by the 

riisscs Jackson of Ilidd.leto,-.r:r-1, Co:-mecticut, and the vases and cross 

given by I.'Ir o C-oo(Lwin . Upon the death of BishOJ:'f Knight of Liilwaukea, 

who haa. lonB resided ut :?enwick ancl taken many services in JGhc chapel , 

the memorial window in the chancel was erected to his memory. Recently 

!lrs. John C. TTilson gave the font in memory of her two children. 

Dean Hart of 1Iiddletown vras much interested in tho chapel and 

frequently prcact.cd t :e:r·c. 

:.tt . Lucius Barbo1..u." has l)layed the organ and directed the choir 

of children for many years . 

Dur:.ne the rrar the ser1Tices TTc1·0 disc .Jntinued for one surnner and 

the chapel use a. for Rod Cross \7ork. 



.. 

P.O . BOX 975. 

783 MAIN STREET. 

HARTFORD. CONN . 

July 31st . 19:32 . 

I.~y dear Mr. Davis : 

Horerdth I enclose tho memorandu.n which 
.. 

you as1:ed I rs . Goodui;:1 to give you of the facts c01.mected 

with the c}:.apel at ?enwick. 

Ue all appreciate greatly the interest 

whici1 you have tak ?1 3,ncl t"~.o work -.-;hich you d.o in con..11.ec -
/ 

tion with it . 

With very great regard , I remain 

tJ . H. Kelso ]Javis , Esq_. , 
II Fl41 Pearl Street, 
Hartford , Co1m. 
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DESCRIPTION OF CARVING OH THE CO i,UNION RAIL 
AT ST. ARY' S B:t'-THE-SEA, FENWICK, CONNECTICUT 

I 

In designing this Communion Rail , Mr. Wiggins had the id.ea ot 
j 

representing in eymbol1o form the Holy Bible as the foundation or 

Chr1\j; t1an faith. Of the eight carved figures , the tour oenter ones 

-represent the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The 

figures on each aide of them are typioa.l writers of the Epistles _ 

·and the two figures on the extreme right and left represent the 

Old 'X ste.ment whioh was called by the Hebrews The Law and the 

Proph ts. In addition to ·the -carved figures , a. small medallion 

o,-r r the head or each one is symbolio or the man represented. and 
. 

adis to the idant1f1oat1on. 

The first figure on the left is that of Moses. He is shown holding 

_ ~he__.. tablets of. the Law end oarved above his head is a serpent to 
I 

illustrate the well- known story ot the Serpent 1n the Wilderness. 
' 

Oorre.sponding to h1m on the extreme rlght 1e the Prophet El1Jah 

who is sho't.\11 1n tl1e rough garb ot the Hebr~w Prophet and on his 

medallion the ravens ,mo fed him 1n the Wilderne1ta. It will be . 

remembered in the Gospel account of the 'rranSJf1gurat1on, Moses and 

Elijah appeared on the mountain as representing the Law and the . . 
Prophets in the vision which the three chosen /\postles shar·ed with 

ChrJ.st . 

The eeoond figure from the lett and the second from the right _are 

authors of the Epistles. On the left is St. · P~ul hol ding a great 

sword, the symbol of his martyrdom. It 1s common in Chr1st1an art 

to have the ma.rty:r represented s.s holding 1n his hands the means 

or his death. On the medall1on 1s a lizard which in medieval times 
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recovereC:. its cdc"i,t tc'ner.: r,linu1P'1 b·u c: "'- ,..,.,... ~ Y'I~ ,.., .... l., +·1·'e !=:1'D .._: - u• .., ... ""' • - • J t.l l.. 'IJ J, - J • 0 (.A.. V • "'- ..-\. Jo • 

JWfflf.:-.uwoii-e~O{)tia{Ai~~tl{~~)n:t,~;~eGGUtl{, ~Alt{; o«~ It 

should be remembered th(l.t St. Paul at the time of his conversion 

saw a great light from heaven which blinded h1m, though he later 

recovered. '!he liz rd is used as his partioular beast. 

For St. Peter, the second figure from the right , the 4edall1on shows 

of course the rooster which crowed three times then Peter denied 

his Lord. He is holding as usual the great key of Heaven. 

Tha.t leaves the four Ev .n eliste tor the four centre.l figures , 

placed 1n the traditional order, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, :rrom 

left to r1ght. Each one in Christian art has his sympol corresponding 

to the four beasts in the Book of the Revelation. St. Matthew is re-

presented by the head of a man, st . Ma.rk by a lion, St . Luke by a 

bull and St . John by an eagle. St. Matthew 1s eho m holding a book in 

hi hand to remind us that he was a publican and coll ector of taxes 
t 

,hen he was called to be an Apostle. He ·holds a pen 1n h1s right 

hand, s. symbol ot his a.uthorsh1p of the First Gospel. st . Mark and 

st. Luke each hold a book inscribed w1th their names to represent the 

Gospel they wrote. St. John holds in his hand ihe cup wh1oh he shared 

•1th the •laster at the Last Supner. There 1s a strange tradition that 

one one oocas1on some dastard heathen tried to secure the death of 

st . John by oonoealing a poisonous snake 1n the ohalioe with which 

he was to celebrate the Last Supoer. For this reason he is sometimes 

shown 1a m~dieval art ho~ding a chalice with, a serpent coming out 

of the top, but 1r. Wiggins naturally om1 tted. that gr,1esome reference 

for wh1oh there is of course no historical toundat1 n. 
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THIS Service Record Book provides for the systematic record of all 
Sunday and Week-day services, and possesses a feature of great value, 

in that at any moment, by referring to the last entry, the total of all 
services is shown. This feature is especially helpful in preparing Conven-
tion reports, Anniversary sermons, etc. 

Explanation. 
The partly filled page will show the appearance of the br;ok when in 

use. The blanks at the top of page for date make it possible to quz.ckly 
refer to any week for reference, The column for record of the number of 
services is divided into two sections, for Sundays and week-days, so that by 
numberz.ng each service in order, beginmng at No. I, and entering in the 
proper column, a complete record of the number of Sunday and week-day 
services is kept. The same way provision is made for the separate record 
of public and private celebrations of the Holy Communion, and the number 
of communicants at each service. Space is left for "remarks" or for the 
signature of the Preacher at any special service, or the record of hymns 
sung. Thf book will last the average parish about four years. 
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Copyright 1944 

by Charles Goodwin 

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 

A few months ago a man in my parish died away 
from home, and when I went to see his widow, the 
undertaker was there making arrangements. The 
widow was controlling herself as best she could. She 
said, "I can't help feeling that Jim is right here in this 
room. Of course I know that he isn't here, but I just 

" I 'd "H . h " . . . sa1 , e 1s ere. 
A spirit is not bound by place or time. It can be any-

where and everywhere. When we say a person has 
gone to heaven, we have no reason to think that he is 
separated from us. Heaven is not a place, nor is it far 
away. Those who have gone on before us to a better 
land are not herded off into another fold, but there is 
one fellowship of all faithful people in all times and 
all places, and neither life nor death nor any other 
creature can separate us from it. That is what we mean 
when we say in the Creed, "I believe in . . . the 
Holy Catholic Church; the Communion of Saints." 

If you look at the punctuation in the Creed, you will 
notice something that Dr. Drury used to point out. 
Most of the main clauses are separated by a colon, but 
those clauses most closely connected are separated by 
a semicolon. There is only a semicolon between "the 
Holy Catholic Church" and "the Communion of 
Saints." Really, those are merely two ways of saying 



the same thing. "Communion" means "fellowship." In 
the King James Version you will find the expression, 
"the Communion of the Holy Ghost" where the Prayer 
Book has "the fellowship of the Holy Ghost." 

So we believe in the Fellowship or Companionship 
of Saints. Now when we talk about saints we usually 
mean some extraordinary people who are five times as 
good and fifty times as religious as we are. If anybody 
told us that he himself was a saint, we should be 
shocked at his presumption. But the Bible and the 
Prayer Book have no such notion. Saint Paul usually 
calls all the people to whom he is writing, "saints," and 
then he goes on to warn them and scold them about 
sins that would shock Casanova. The saints are those 
who are set apart from the world by their faith in the 
Lord Jesus, and all believers in Jesus are the saints. The 
Communion of Saints is the brotherhood and com-
panionship of all believers,-it is the blessed company 
of all faithful people. The Holy Catholic Church is also 
the blessed company of all faithful people, both those 
who have gone on before and us who are still in our 
pilgrimage. Whether we live or die, we belong to that 
fellowship, and nothing can separate us from our com-
panionship with one another. 

Therefore, we can in truth perceive "the presence of 
those dear saints gone before." Of course the old com-
panion~hip that we once had is no more. We can no 
longer see their faces or hear their voices. We cannot 
talk to them or they to us. The old topics-the weather, 
jokes, business, picnics, gossip, and the like-none of 
those have any more place. That sort of fellowship is 
gone, and nothing can bring it back. 

But even on earth, we do not find the strongest com-
panionship through being mere chatterboxes. Often 

the deepest companionship is found without words and 
without those common interests which seem so impor-
tant but really lie only on the surface. 

When two people can talk together, do business 
together, and sail or play bridge together, there is a 
tie that binds them. They have a certain fellowship. 
But if both are working or fighting side by side in a 
great cause, they can feel that cause uniting them far 
more strongly than the idle chit-chat of work and play. 
A cause can even draw people together who appear to 
have nothing in common. Those of you who have been 
in . volunteer or paid war-work have probably found 
yourselves actually enjoying the company of people 
that you would never have met at tea or at bridge. 
People who work in church societies and committees 
find that companionship even in peacetime. 

Or consider the fellowship in a family. Often a 
family is not most united when all are talking. We can 
think of evenings when the family is sitting quietly in 
the living room, the father reading the paper, the 
mother knitting or reading a book, while the young 
ones are pegging away at their lessons or sprawled on 
the floor reading the funnies, and no one speaks a 
word. Yet the oneness of the family is felt as stronger 
than steel. 

The Communion of Saints is like both of these 
fellowships. It unites all in a great cause, that God's 
will may be done on earth as it is in heaven. And it is 
a family in which God is our Father and all of us are 
brothers and sisters. 

0 blest communion, fellowship divine; 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
Yet all are one in Thee for all are Thine. 



Through our prayers and our labours, joined to the 
prayers of the saints on high, we are united in one great 
task. In Jesus Christ our Lord we are one with those 
whom we love, wherever they may be. 

It is not an easy fellowship to find. The old common 
interests in work and play and even in the finer things 
of life, art, literature, music, and philosophy, no longer 
are enough. It is Christ alone who has conquered the 
barrier between us, and Christ alone can bind us to 
one another, but in Him alone is the Spirit of Love 
who gives meaning to all things, breaks down all 
barriers, and binds us forever in the family of God, in 
the body of Christ. 

We can find that unity especially in the Lord's 
Supper, the family meal of Christendom. In that feast 
the barriers of time and place fall away, and we are 
back in that upper room where our Lord sat with the 
twelve. The table has been lengthened, and other 
generations have come to take their places there, people 
of other countries have drawn near, until we are all 
together. As we feed on the bread of angels, our boys 
in far off lands are gathered at their altars to do the 
same, and the faithful who have gone before us are 
there too-all of us gathered in that quiet upper room, 
as the glorified humanity of the Lord of Life comes 
into our hearts through His body and blood. 

Through this life we are forever saying Good-bye. 
Time and distance, change and death, are ever present 
with us, and we never seem able to keep with us long 
those whom we hold most dear. But Christ is the victor 
over time and change, over distance, death, and hell, 
and by companionship with Him we enter the fello~-
ship where there is no parting, where all are one. m 
Him. "For I am persuaqed that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 



This pamphlet is sent to those 
who, for many years, 

have made Fenwick their vacation spot 
and who enjoy the services 

at St. Mary's-by-the-Sea 
and the memorials 

which have grown to such goodly number 
through the affectionate regard 

of the community 

ON SUNDAY, JULY 6, 1941, in the little chapel 
which was erected many years ago, principally 
through the efforts of the Rev. Francis Good-

win, there was ~onsecrated a beautifully carved com-
munion rail in memory of Jean Wilson Brown, who 
died on September 8, 1939. She was the daughter of 
Mrs. John Cincinnatus (Grace Hall) Wilson and 
the late Mr. Wilson, and the memorial was the gift 
of M rs. Wilson. The chapel contains a number of 
memorial gifts dedicated to the memory of past resi-
dents of Fenwick who worshipped there. Among 
them is the memoria l window to the Right Rev. 
Cyrus F. Knight, former Bishop of Milwaukee, with 
an appropriate inscription written by the Rev. Fran-
cis Goodwin. A baptismal font which stands near 
the altar and communion rail, is consecrated to the 
memory of John Hall Wilson and Elisabeth W ilson, 
deceased children of John C. and Grace Hall Wilson. 

At a service held later in the summer of 1941, 
Rev. Dr. Ogilby, President of Trinity College, 
explained in detail the remarkable carving of the 
figures and the rail, which had been placed in service 
on the day of its consecration. This was of great 
interest, and so important to proper consideration of 
the symbolical meaning that he was prevailed upon 
to write a complete description of the altar rail and 
its delightful carving. Dr. Ogilby's article is, sub-
stantially, reproduced below. 

First , regarding the artist who carved the wor~: 
he is John Gregory Wiggins of Pomfret, Connect1-



IE 

cut, who has taught at Groton and St. Paul's School, 
where he was a most effective teacher. His passion 
for carving, however, now takes up the greater part 
of his time. He is the creator of the wood-carving 
in Trinity College Chapel, which experts have pro-
nounced representative of the best work of its kind 
in the United States. For this reason and for his 
knowledge of the symbolism appropriate to his art, 
Mr. Wiggins seemed to be the ideal man to do the 
communion rail for St. Mary's-by-the-Sea. 

In creating this communion rail, Mr. W iggins' 
idea was to represent, in symbolic form, the Holy 
Bible as the foundation of Christian faith. Of the 
eight carved figures, the four center ones represent 
the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John. The figures next on each side of them are 
writers of the Epistles. On the extreme right and 
left, as one faces the altar, the figures represent the 
Old Testament, which was called "The Law and the 
Prophets" by the Hebrews. In addition to the carved 
figure a small medallion over the head of each, sym-
bolic of the man represented, aids identification. 

The first figure on the left is that of Moses. He 
is shown holding the tablets of the Law, and carved 
above his head is a serpent to illustrate the story of 
the Serpent in the Wilderness. On the extreme right 
is Elijah, who is shown in the rough garb of the 
Hebrew Prophet. On his medallion is carved the 
ravens who fed him in the Wilderness. It will be 
remembered that in the Gospel account of the Trans-

figuration, Moses and Elijah appeared on the moun-
tain as representing the Law and the Prophets, in 
the vision which the three chosen Apostles shared 
with their Master. 

The second figure from the left and the second 
from the right are authors of the Epistles. On the 
left is St. Paul holding a great sword, the symbol of 
his martyrdom. It is common in Christian art to have 
the martyr represented as holding in his hands the 
means of his death. On the medallion is a lizard, 
which in medieval times was credited with recovering 
its sight, when blinded by staring at the sun. It 
should be remembered that St. Paul at the time of 
his conversion saw a great light from heaven which 
blinded him, though he later recovered. The lizard 
is used as his particular symbol. For St. Peter, the 
second figure from the right, the medallion shows, 
of course, the rooster which crowed three times when 
Peter denied his Lord. He is holding the great key 
of Heaven, his universally used symbol. 

The four Evangelists ( the four central figures) 
are placed in traditional order-Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, from left to right. In Christian art, 
each one has his symbol, from the four beasts in the 
Book of Revelation. St. Matthew is represented by 
the head of a man; St. Mark, by a lion; St. Luke, 
by a bull; and St. John, by an eagle. St. Matthew is 
shown holding a book in his hand to remind us that 
he was a publican-a collector of taxes-when he 
was called to be an Apostle. In his other hand is the 



bag of money he has collected. He also holds a pen in 
his right hand, a symbol of his authorship of the 
First Gospel. St. Mark and St. Luke hold each a book 
inscribed with his name to represent the Gospel he 
wrote. St. John holds in his hand the cup which he 
shared with the Master at the Last Supper. There 
is a strange tradition that on one occasion a treacher-
ous heathen tried to cause the death of St. John by 
concealing a poisonous snake in the chalice with 
which he was to celebrate the Last Supper. For this 
reason, in medieval art he is sometimes shown hold-
ing a chalice with a serpent emerging from the top. 
Mr. Wiggins omitted that gruesome detail, for 
which there is a lack of historical foundation. The 
beauty of the carving of this communion ra il is en-
hanced by understanding of its symbolism-and the 
faithful who meet at the altar rail for their com-
munion are supported in their faith by this knowl-
edge of the Word of God. 

It is to be regretted that the short season of 
two months during which the chapel is open, limits 
so greatly the opportunity to study and become 
familiar with this lovely work of art. But it is 
viewed, loved and admired by the many friends of 
the Wilson family who are faithful attendants at 
the summer services at Fenwick. 

Designed and printed 
at the Sign of the Stone Book 
in Hartford, Connecticut, by 

The Case, Lockwood & Brainard Company 
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this time the lives of those former worshippers in this house 

of God who are now praising Him in realms celestial. 

:particularly d.o we think of Morgan G. Bullceley , Jr., whose 

loyalty and gallantry forever will remain as an example to 

those of a younger day who follow in his steps. 

-
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I 
congregation who gather here and. we now dedicate them to the 

}lory of God and in loving memory of all ... 1is servants, Wr.!.O, 

having departed hence in the Lord, now rest in peace. 
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SAINT MARY'S-BY-THE-SEA CHAPEL 
Fenwick, Connecticut 

Fourth Sunday after Trinity (July Sixth), A. D . 1941 

+ 
DEDICATION OF COMMUNION RAIL 

in loving memory of 
JEAN WILSON BROWN 

Organ Prelude 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. (Congregation standing) 

We have met together at this time to dedicate this Communion 
Rail, given by her mother in loving memory of Jean Wilson Brown. 

In Holy Scripture we are taught that such gifts are pleasing in the 
sight of our Heavenly Father. 

Therefore, let us lift up our prayers to Him, asking that His bless-
ing may rest upon this gift, upon all who may use it, and upon the 
one whom it commemorates. 

Minister: 

Response : 
Minister: 

Response : 
Minister: 

Response: 
Minister : 

To the greater Glory of God and in gratitude for His many 
blessings 
We humbly dedicate this gift 
To the increase of this Chapel's usefulness as a means of 
God's Grace 
We humbly dedicate this gift 
In appreciation of things beautiful, both God's handiwork 
and man's 
We humbly dedicate this gift 
In loving remembrance of Jean Wilson Brown, who has 
entered the Life Eternal with our Heavenly Father and 
whose memory abides with us 

Response: We humbly dedicate this gi# 
All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise Him, all creatures here below! 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
Minister: The Lord be with you 
Response: And with thy spirit 
Minister: Let us pray 

( All kneeling) Prayer of Remembrance ( Prayer Book page 332) 
Collect for All Saints' Day ( Prayer Book page 256) 
Hymn No. 295 ( verses 1 and 4) 
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OF THE 

Chair and Kneeling Desk 

AT 

ST. MARY'S-BY-THE-SEA 
FENWICK, CONN. 

August 20, 1944 

.... ... £-0 ... ......... ......... ... ...................... .... ......... ... . Ci:9. ............ . 
No, of H, C, 

Officiating Clergy. t 
·E CD 
It: 
0 

Weather, Remarks. 
Object, 

Signature of Preacher. 



In Memory 

of 
Francis and Mary Alsop Goodw-in 



Order of the Service 
~ymu: 2!10 

®peutug eruteurr 
V. 0 Lord, open thou our lips. 
R. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
V. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost. 
R. As it was in the Beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen. 
V. Praise ye the Lord. 
R. The Lord's Name be praised. 
VENITE: Prayer Book, page 9. 
PSALM 48: Prayer Book, page 399. 

iLtESOU. 

JUBILATE: Prayer Book, page 15. 
CREED AND PRAYERS, pages 15 ff. 

Nottr.en. 

l~ymn: 
The following hymn prepared for the occasion will be sung 

by the congregation to the Londonderry Air: 
Blue sparkling Sound our childish eyes first knowing ; 

Green meadows brightly decked with summer flowers; 
Long river from your distant fountains flowing, 

Through leagues of fertile fields and sunlit bowers. 
Westward the coast curves to a far horizon ; 

Eastward the lights' tall sentries guard the main, 
The distant bell in warning exhortation 

Brings memories sweeter for their touch of pain. 



~rrmnn. 

Here at the valley's. end our fathers halted, 
Pitched their encampment 'neath these friendly skies; 

Hard by those stones, white bleached and thickly salted, 
The little settlement they founded lies. 

And scarce completed each his habitation, 
When by a common plan they reared this fane, 

The peace of that beloved generation 
Descends to bless their children here again. 

Outside this portal leave we every sadness, 
Setting our praise to some familiar air, 

Here where they gathered let us kneel in gladness; 
Unworthy, we their dauntless faith shall share. 

And here uplifted hearts find consolation, 
Perceiving, what no reason may explore, 

A mystery beyond our contemplation, 
The presence of those dear saints gone before. 

i.ehiraUntt: 
V. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father, which is in heaven. 
R. In memory of thy servants Francis and Mary, we offer this 

chair and prayer-desk unto thee and thy holy service, 0 
Lord God Almighty. 

V. Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense. 
R. And let the lifting up of my hands be an evening sacrifice. 
V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with thy spirit. 
V. Let us pray. 

0 Lord, heavenly Father, we most meekly beseech thee 
favourably to accept this offering now presented unto thee. 
Thine, 0 Lord, be all the glory in all our approaching unto thee, 
the honour thine alone in all our service of thee. Grant, most 

J 



gracious Lord, that what we have now faithfully offered unto 
thee in the memory of thy faithful servants Francis and Mary, 
may be religiously preserved from all profane and secular uses, 
and may ever continue in that holy service whereunto it is now 
dedicated, through Jesus Christ our Lord. R. Amen. 

Minister and People: Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, 
and the power, and the victory, and the majesty, For all that is 
in the Heaven and in the earth is thine; Thine is the Kingdom, 
0 Lord, And thou art exalted as head above all. Amen. 

Minister: God is not unrighteous, that he will forget your 
works, and labour that proceedeth of love; which love ye have 
showed for his name's sake, who have ministered unto the saints, 
and yet do minister. 

The alms will be collected during the singing of the following H ymn: 
"Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pr:iy, 

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of day. 
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

ID!Jr moxnlogy. 
Qrlontu9 ,rayrra. 
ID4r iilrnuiuy. 
l!Iymu: 295 



A Description of the Chair and Kneeling Desk 

After a service held in the summer of 1943 at the little chapel 
in Fenwick known as St. Mary's-by-the-Sea Dean Arthur F. 
McKenny who had just officiated at morning prayer was asked 
what article of furniture for the chapel was most needed. The 
Dean replied that a place for the clergyman to sit and kneel 
outside the rail would be most welcome. 

On July 6, 1941 a memorial communion rail in old chestnut 
wood was dedicated to the memory of Jean Wilson Brown 
daughter of Mrs. John Cincinnatus ( Grace Hall) Wilson. This 
rail was carved by John Gregory Wiggins of Pomfret, Connect-
icut whose work is especially exemplified for Connecticut people 
in Trinity College Chapel and in the . :hapel at St. Paul's School. 
Therefore, in creating the present memorial recourse was had 
again to Mr. Wiggins to carve a chair and kneeling desk of the 
same material and of a character and symbolism appropriate to 
the place and purpose and in harmony with the communion rail. 
The memorial as conceived and executed by Mr. Wiggins may 
be described as follows: 

A chair and kneeling desk constructed of old chestnut wood. 
The statuettes above the back of the chair are of Saints Peter 
and Paul the two great pillars of the church. Saint Peter holds 
the traditional key to heaven, Saint Paul his sword of martyrdom 

' and the "Book". The grape and leaf design carry on the same 
motif as used in the altar rail where they stand for the holy 
communion, but here are to be taken as symbolic of Christ as the 
"vine". The vine is also a part of the arms of the Lords Pro-
prietor and has been embodied in the Shield of the State. 

On the left arm of the chair under Saint Paul is the eagle, our 
American emblem and as the eagle can gaze into the sun without 
blinking so the true Christian shall finally look upon God. The 
eagle is also a symbol of baptism. 



llf rutuirk l!lgmu - to Londonde1·ry 1/ir 
Blue sparkling Sound our childish eyes first knowing; 
Green meadows brigh,tly decked with summer flowers; 
Long river from you1 Jistant fountains flowing, 
Through leagues of fertile fields and sunlit bowers . 
Westward the coast curves to a far horizon ; 

. Eastward the lights' tall sentries guard the main, 
The distant bell in warning exhortation 
Brings memories sweeter for their touch of pain. 
Here at the valley's end our fathers halted, 
Pitched their encampment 'neath these friendly skies; 
Hard by those stones, white bleached and thickly 
The little settlement they founded lies. ( salted, 
And scarce completed each his habitation, 
When by a common plan they reared this fane, 
The peace of that beloved generation 
Descends to bless their children here again. 
Outside this portal leave· we every sadness, 
Setting our praise to some familiar air, 
Here where they gathered let us kneel in gladness; 
Unworthy, we their dauntless faith shall share. 
And here uplifted hearts find consolation, 
Perceiving, what no reason may explore, 
A mystery beyond our contemplation, 
The presence of those dear saints gone before. 

Charles A. Goodwin, 1944 
(First sung August 20th, 1944, at dedication of chair and 
kneeling desk in Memory of Vrancis and Mary Goodwin.) 
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Order of the Service 
HYMN 427: 
My country, 'tis of thee. 

THE ORDER FOR THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, Prayer Book, page 67. 

The Lord's Prayer and the Collect for Purity, p. 67. 
The Summary of the Law, p. 69. 
Kyrie Eleison, p. 70. 
Dominus Vobiscum, p. 70. 
The Collect, Epistle, and Gospel, pp. 263f. 
The Creed, p. 71. 

Notices. 

THE FENWICK HYMN: 

Blue sparkling Sound our childish eyes first knowing; 
Green meadows brightly decked with summer flowers; 

Long river from your distant fountains flowing, 
Through leagues of fertile fields and sunlit bowers: 

Westward the coast curves to a far horizon; 
Eastward the lights' tall sentries guard the main, 

The distant bell in warning exhortation 
Brings memories sweeter for their touch of pain. 

Here at the valley's end our fathers halted, 
Pitched their encampment 'neath these friendly skies; 

Hard by those stones, white bleached and thickly salted, 
The little settlement they founded lies. 

And scarce completed each his habitation, 
When by a common plan they reared this fane, 

The peace of that beloved generation 
Descends to bless their children yet again. 

I 



Outside this portal leave we every sadness, 
Setting our praise to some familiar air, 

Here where they gathered let us kneel in gladness; 
Unworthy, we their dauntless faith shall share. 

And here uplifted hearts find consolation, 
Perceiving, what no reason may explore, 

A mystery beyond our contemplation, 
The presence of those dear saints gone before. 

THE SERMON. 

THE DEDICATION. 

He carved all the walls of the house round about, 
With carved figures of cherubim and palm trees and open fiowers, within and 

w£thout. 
I will go unto the altar of God; 
Even unto the God of my joy and gladness. 

0 God, whose invisible things are clearly seen by the things which are made; 
Accept and bless, we beseech thee, these carvings and this reredos, the symbols of 
thy Gospel and thy Sacrament of the Altar, surrounded by the figures of thy Saints, 
which we dedicate to the glory of thy Name, for the adornment of thy temple and 
the edification of thy people, that looking thereon with spiritual understanding, we 
may be inspired to give our lives to thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

0 Lord Jesus Christ, who saidst unto thine Apostles, Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you; Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid; 
Let thy Peace be upon thy servants, Morgan Gardner, Fannie Briggs, and Ruth, 
even the peace of God which passeth all understanding. Lead them, we beseech 
thee, to the living waters of refreshment, to the Vision of the Father eternal, and 
be thou, 0 Christ, their everlasting Light; who livest and reignest with the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

Rest eternal grant unto them, 0 Lord, 

And may L£ght perpetual shine upon them. 

0 God, who hast brought us near to an innumerable company of Angels, and 
to the spirits of just men made perfect; Grant us during our pilgrimage to abide in 
their fellowship, and in our Country to become partakers of their joy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



THE OFFERING. 

THE PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH, 
Prayer Book, page 74. 

After this Prayer, those having any urgent need to leave early may depart. 

CONTINUATION OF THE 
ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION, 
pages 74-77, 80-84. 

The Communicants of other Churches are cordially welcome at the Lord's 
Table in this Chapel. 

CLOSING HYMN 441: 
Faith of our fathers. 



THE CARVINGS ON 

The Altar 
ARE DEDICATED TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

AND IN MEMORY OF 

Morgan Gardner Bulkeley 

AND 

Fannie Briggs Houghton Bulkeley 

THE GIFT OF THEIR DAUGHTER 

ELINOR H. B. INGERSOLL 

The carved panels executed by John Gregory Wiggins of Pomfret, Connecticut, 
represent from left to right: 

THE LEGEND OF ST. NICHOLAS 
Patron of Children 

THE NATIVITY 

ST. FRANCIS AND THE BIRDS 

The verse "My Peace I give unto you-not as the world giveth give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled neither let it be afraid" is taken from the Gospel of 
St. John, Chapter 14, Verse 27. 



A DESCRIPTION OF THE CARVINGS 

The Reredos 
The Reredos, like the Altar-Carvings, is the work of John Gregory Wiggins, 

who also made the Communion rail and the Chair and Kneeling-desk. 

At the top of the Reredos, from Right to Left, are the figures of St. Peter, St. 
John the Baptist, St. John the Evangelist, and St. Andrew. SS. Peter and Andrew 
are Patrons of Fishermen. Below St. Peter is St. Brendan, Patron of Seamen, who 
is said to have discovered America about 600 A.D. Below St. Andrew is St. Cuthbert, 
who is also a Patron Saint of Sailors. 

In the Linen Folds are the Pelican and the Phoenix with the Chalice. 

Of the Pelican, St. Augustine says in his Commentary on Psalm cii, 6, "The 
males of these birds are wont to kill their young by blows of their beaks, and then 
to bewail their death for the space of three days. At length however the female in-
flicts a severe wound on herself, and letting her blood flow over the dead young ones, 
brings them to life again." The mother Pelican is therefore the symbol of Christ's 
giving His Blood to restore us to life. 

The Phoenix was said to be a bird, the only one of its species, which lived in 
the parts of the East about Arabia. After living five hundred years, it would go to 
Heliopolis in Egypt, set fire to itself, and consume away on the Altar of the Temple 
of the Sun. From the ashes would arise on the next day a small sweet-smelling worm, 
which in three days would develop into a young bird, and on the fourth, in the full 
size and plumage of an adult Phoenix, it would return to its home. The Phoenix is 
therefore the symbol of the Resurrection. 

The Chalice is the Cup used at the Holy Communion, and the Wafer represents 
the Bread. It is often shown with rays of light emanating from it to indicate our 
Lord's Real Presence in this Sacrament. 

On the North End ( Gospel side) of the Altar is the following inscription: 

THIS REREDOS IS GIVEN 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN 

LOVING MEMORY OF 

Ruth Cheney Goodwin 



DEDICATION OF THE 

Altar Carvings ·and 
Reredos 

AT ST. MARY'S-BY-THE-SEA 

FENWICK, CONNECTICUT 

JULY 4, 1954 
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(9rder of e)ervice 
Conducted by REV. KINGSLAND VAN WINKLE 

HY MN 268: Jesus Calls Us Galilee 

Opening Sentence: 
Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you, . 
my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid." 

v. 
R. 
V. 

R. 

V. 

R. 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the Beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's Name be praised. 

PSALM 23: Page 368 Prayer Book 

LESSON: 14th Chapter of the Gospel according to St. John 

NUNC DIMITTIS: Page 28 

THE APOSTLES~ CREED: Page 29 

V. 
R. 
v. 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit 
Let us pray. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

THE EVENING VERSICLES: Page 31 

Collects and Grace. 

Prayer Book 

Prayer Book 

Pra31er Book 

THE FENWICK HYMN: (Charles A. Goodwin) 
Londonderry , Air 

Blue sparkling Sound our childish eyes first knowing; 
Green meadows brightly decked with summer flowers; 

Long river from your distant fountains flowing, 
Through leagues of fertile fields and sunlit bowers: 

Westward the coast curves to a far horizon ; 
Eastward the lights' tall sentries guard the main, 

The distant bell in warning exhortation 
Brings memories sweeter for their touch of pain. 

Here at the valley's end our fathers halted, 
Pitched their encampment 'neath these friendly skies; 

Hard by those stones, white bleached and thickly salted, 
The little settlement they founded lies. 

And scarce completed each his habitation, 
When by a common plan they reared this fane, 

The peace of that .beloved generation 
Descends to bless their children yet again. 

Outside this portal leave we every sadness, 
Setting our praise to some familiar air, 

Here where they gathered let us kneel in gladness; 
Unworthy, we their dauntless faith shall share. 

And here uplifted hearts find consolation, 
Perceiving, what no reason may explore, 

A mystery beyond our contemplation, 
The presence of those dear saints gone before. 



THE DEDICATION PRAYER FOR 

The K!Jeeling 'l(gzl and Pew Snd 

0 God, whose invisible gifts are clearly seen by the things which are 
made ; accept and bless, we beseech thee, this kneeling rail and pew 
end, which we dedicate to the glory of thy name and in memory of 
John Avery Ingersoll, for the adornment of thy temple and the edifi-
cation of thy people; and grant to all who kneel in this hallowed spot, 
the living presence of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE DEDICATION PRAYER FOR 

The Pew Cnds 

Almighty God our Heavenly Father, who by thy blessed Son has 
sanctified and transfigured the use of all material things; bless with 
the spirit of thy grace these pew ends given in memory of Stanley 
Adams Sweet and Henrietta Avery Ingersoll, placed here to bring 
beauty and grace to thy house; that looking upon them with spiritual 
understanding we may be inspired, by the example of these saints 
whose lives are depicted thereon, to devote ourselves to thy service, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

l 
\ 

y 

j 

THE DEDICATION PRAYER FOR 

The 0rgan 

0 God in whose temple in Jerusalem were appointed singers and those 
skilled in instruments of music to set forth thy praises; we dedicate 
this organ to thy glory and beseech thee to bl~ss it to our use; grant 
that we may worship thee in spirit and in truth, and at last be found 
meet to glorify thy Name in thy temple which is on high, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

V. The Lord be with you 
R. And with thv spirit 
v. Let us pray 

PRAYERS 

BE"l'./EDICTION 

CLOSJJilG 1-IYMN: 18 Abide with Me E ventide 



Vescription of <;Jifts 

The Kneeling Rail and Pew End 
are dedicated to the Glory of 

God and in loving memory of 
John Avery Ingersoll 
The gift of his wife 

Elinor Houghton Bulkeley Ingersoll 
and his son John Ayery Ingersoll, Jr. 

The carvings were executed by John Gregory Wiggins of Pomfret, 
Connecticut, and are described by him as follows 

The Pew End depicts St. John the Baptist-the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness. He holds the banner "Ecce Agnus Dei" 
Behold the Lamb of God-under which is carved-"In memory 
of John Avery Ingersoll, who with his family worshipped in this 
church through many happy summers". 

The Kneeling Rail has the grape design carried on as in the 
Communion Rail over which is the inscription "Let not your 
heart be troubled neither let it be afraid" from St. John 14 :27. 
The rail is upheld by four monks, suggesting the Cloister. From 
left to right:-

1. St. Francis known for his love of birds and animals. 
2. St. Ceowulf who introduced wine and beer to make folk 

happier and who made it possible for the brethren to 
partake thereof instead of only water. 

3. St. Baldomer-the pious blacksmith, a lover of birds. 
4. Friar Tuck, a delightful character loved by everyone. 

Above the figures are two conventional cornflowers, a golf bag, 
and the Book and Snake pin of the Cloister of Yale University. 

,. 

The carved ends of the first pew are given in memory of 

Stanley Adams Sweet 
by his son, Clinton Wesley Sweet 

The end by the center aisle shows St. Luke the Evangelist-the 
great physician and artist and the patron saint of artists and 
painters. Under this the inscription reads: 

"In Memoriam Stanley Adams Sweet 
gift of Clinton Wesley Sweet" 

The other end has St. George, patron of all heroic attributes and 
soldierly qualities and patron saint of Boy Scouts, under which 
is the inscription 

"The day is at hand let us put on the armour of light" 
Romans 13 :12 

The carved ends of the second pew are given in memory of 
Henrietta Avery Ingersoll-the gift of her children, Grace Inger-
soll Sweet and John Avery Ingersoll. On the center aisle end is 
carved St. Anne, mother of the Virgin, and patron Saint of 
Hearth and Home. She is encircled with garlands and flowers 
among them the bittersweet vine. The opposite end shows 
St. Cecilia-patron saint of music and flowers, with the in-
scription 

"Blessed are the Pure in Heart for they shall see God." 
St. Matthew 5 :8 

The new organ now dedicated is a Baldwin Electronic Organ and has 
been made possible by gifts from interested summer residents. 
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Richard W. Suydam, 80, . 
Dies After A Short Illness 

en -
November 26, 1980 The Gazette 

ESSEX Richard · Woodward 
Suydam, 80, of ~iver Road, Heri-
tage Cove, died Wednesday, No-
vember 12 at the Chesterfield 
Convalescent Home, Chester, 
after a short illness. He was the 
widower of ,Margaret Day Suy-
dam. ., 

Mr. Suydam was born in Nor-
walk, Ohio on February 25, 1900. 
He was the son of the late 

\ 
William and Susan Azell (Wood- . 

ward) .Suydam. 
He was a resident of Essex for 

10 years. He was employed by 
Texaco Company for 40 years as a 
r~al estate sales executive, re-
tiring in 1965. He was a former 
resident of Fenwick in Old Say-
hroo~ ti./'. 
.,.....M'r. Suy m is suryived by one 

6son , John . airchild of New 
York City; one aughter, Mrs: 
Carleton Jeffrey of Greenwich, 
and six ~randchildren. 

Memorial services took place on 
Tuesday, November 18 at St. 
Mary's By The Sea in Fenwick 
with the Reverend Robert Potter 
officiating. Burial was private. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to the charity of 
one's choice . 

The Robinson , Wright and 
Weymer Funeral Home, Main 
Street, Centerbrook handled the 
arrangements. 
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- Founded In 1930 --

Ms. Sal 1 ie Boody 
Treasurer 
St. Mary's By-the-Sea 
Fenwick 

7 Notth Main Street 
West Hartford, Connecticut 06107 

July 29, 1983 

Old Saybrook, Connecticut 

De a r Sa 11 i e : 

I enclose my check to t he order of St. Mary's By-the-Sea 
in the sum of $1,000. This is given in memory of Constance 
Brainard Robinson and is to be temporarily added to St. Mary's 
endowment fund and the income only used for the general 
purposes of that church. 

I may elect at some point in the future to transfer these 
funds in addition to additional funds I may contribute to a 
sub-fund of the St. Mary's endowment fund, to be known as the 
Wilson Family Trust which the interest would be used for the 
maintenance of the chapel and the corpus invested and allowed 
to hopefully grow. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this sum and that the terms 
set forth above will be carried out, by signing and returning 
to me the attached copy of this letter. 

Sincer.~ly. 

Received 

Treasurer, St. Mary's By-the-Sea 
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